
Children’s Ministry at St. Barnabas
St Barnabas Playgroup: Creative play for pre-schoolers on 
Wednesdays from 9.15 – 11.30am in the hall. 
Helen Wake! eld 351 3595.

Mainly Music: Music and movement for pre-schoolers and 
their caregivers, Fridays 10 – 10.30am followed by morning 
tea. Becky George 357 1363

Fridayzone: Christian after-school club for Primary School 
children. Fridays 3.30 – 5.30pm.  
Angela Brown 027 335 0105

Kidzone: Creative Sunday School for children 5 – 13 yrs 
Sundays 10.30am.  Angela Brown 027 335 0105

Men’s Dinner

Anzac Service

THE MOORING POST
ANGLICAN PARISH OF FENDALTON – ST BARNABAS AND ST THOMAS 
The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand & Polynesia – Diocese of Christchurch

In the past, Sunday was treated 
as a special day. New Zealand in 
particular, was well known as a 
nation whose shops and places 
of entertainment were shut on 
Sundays. And the specialness of 
Sunday was highlighted by the 
unwritten rules about not working 
or mowing the lawns, not speaking 
loudly and attending worship with 
the family before having a roast 
dinner. Furthermore the special 
quality of Sunday seemed to 
imply that God was rather more 
interested in what happened on 
that day than the rest of the week.

Today this view can be accidentally 
reinforced if all we do at church is 
preach, pray, talk and sing about 
‘spiritual things’ rather than engage 
with the cut and thrust of work - 
the place where most Christians 
spend the majority of their waking 
hours. We can imply that we live 
in two worlds - the Sunday world 
of fellowship, emotion and pretty 
songs and the Monday to Saturday 
world of work, practical reality and 
! nancial necessity.

And yet scripture makes it clear 
that God is interested in the whole 
of our lives - not just in what we 
do on Sundays. In fact in the book 
of Genesis, God is described as 
labouring for six days and then 
resting. God is portrayed as a 
master craftsman who lays the 
foundation of the world. He then 
structures and ! lls it with plants 
and creatures - all products of his 
own handiwork. Work is intrinsic 
to God’s nature.

God then fashions humankind in 
his own image. As a result, deep 
within our humanity, is a desire to 
work just as God did. We were 
appointed as stewards to God’s 
creation, to cultivate, create and 
construct.

So the Christian view of work is 
rooted in the character of God 
and the way he made us in his 
image. As a result we are all called 
to work - whether paid, unpaid, 
part time, fulltime or any time in 
between. That is our vocation and 
our calling.

And having a low rate of 
unemployment is not only good 
for the economy, it’s also good for 
the soul of the nation because in 
meaningful work we ! nd ful! lment 
as workers made in God’s image.

And this is not just about the 

traditional ‘helping professions’ 
such as Christian ministry, teaching, 
medicine and social work. I would 
also include business, management, 
engineering, accounting, law, 
manufacturing, farming and a host 
of other vocations.

The question is how do we go 
about ful! lling our vocation as 
workers made in God’s image? I 
would suggest that any task we 
undertake, we do as an expression 
of our service to God and others. 
We offer the best we can and ask 
for God’s help to improve and 
develop our work. Sunday may still 
be an important day for us, but 
every day can be an opportunity 
to contribute to the lives of others 
through a sense of vocation in our 
work.

Rev. Mark Chamberlain

‘The Mooring Post’ is a phrase from p479 in A New Zealand Prayer Book/He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa. Christ is described 
as the single mooring post for many waka – Ko te Karaiti te pou herenga waka. Christ is the one who unites us.
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Gala Variety Concert
Saturday 28 June

Christ’s College Auditorium, Rolleston Ave

Drinks and nibbles from 6.45pm – concert begins at 7.30pm
Adults $30, Students $20, four or more tickets $25 each

Tickets available at the St Barnabas Of! ce, 8 Tui St, 
Medbury School, Ballantynes in the Re:START Mall or book online 

at www.stbarnabas.org.nz

All supporters of St Barnabas are warmly invited to this major 
fundraising event for 2014. With dancers, soloists, choirs, a 

band, ensembles, and an auction at the intermission, it will be a 
wonderful night" So come along with a group of family and friends.

All proceeds will go to the buildings Trust.  








